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Eureka Therapeutics Inc., a closely held biotechnolo�y company, said that liver cancer
patients getting its CAR�T therapy responded to the treatment, one of the first times the
immune-system modifying treatments have been shown to work in solid tumors.

Three of the six liver cancer patients in the Chinese study had their tumors shrink after
receiving the treatment, and one patient, a 52-year-old man, had no signs of cancer after six
months. The patients -- all of whom previously failed multiple drugs -- also showed no signs of
cytokine release syndrome, a potentially harmful side effect caused by the immune system’s
powerful attack on malignant cells following treatment.

Tumors recede in three of six patients; one had full response

Treatment didn’t come with often-dangerous side effects
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“The results were extremely surprising,” said Chang Liu, a physician at Xi’an Jiaotong
University in China and the primary investigator in the Eureka study. “This is a breakthrough
in an area where there was previously no known treatment. To be more dramatic, we can say
it’s created a miracle.”

The research results were presented Wednesday at the CAR�TCR Summit in Boston, a medical
meeting focused on the new therapies that modify immune cells to attack cancer.

While U.S. regulators have approved CAR�T products from Novartis AG and Gilead Sciences
Inc. to treat some blood cancers, solid tumors like those found in the liver and breast have
seen less success in experimental tests.

Current CAR�T therapies target proteins found on the outside of cells, and destroy some
healthy cells as well as the cancer cells. While Eureka’s approach still requires engineering a
patient’s immune system T-cells, its technolo�y targets tumors based on specific markers
from the malignant cells, making the therapy more precise.

Three of the patients in the study died. Eureka and Liu said the deaths were unrelated to the
treatment.

Emeryville, California-based Eureka plans to begin an early-stage study in the U.S. in 2019.
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